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From the Desk of Financial Secretary 

 
The giving envelopes are ready for those who requested them on their Pledge card. 
Envelopes are identified by Name and after the first of January will be available on the 
outer office table (next to the copier) ready for you to pick up. 
 
Those people who would like use the giving envelope systems in 2009, but did not pre-
viously request them, please either speak with me or place a written request in the Fi-
nancial Secretary mailbox in the outer office. 
 
Even if you did not make a pledge, but would like to use giving envelope system 
during 2009; simply make a request (verbal or written) noting your Name, Mailing Ad-
dress and the Type of Envelope (weekly or monthly) you would like. 
 
If you would like to know more about the giving envelopes I would be please talk to 
you at anytime. Thank you for your giving, both past and future. 
        
                                                                   George O’Brien, Financial Secretary 
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At our Annual Meeting, the following people will be completing their service 
on the Church Council.  We thank each of them for their commitment, time, 
and skill! 
 
Mary Harris— Moderator  John Bradshaw —Church Treasurer 
Betsey Goetsch —Property Coordinator Pat Wilbur —At-large member 
Peter Littlefield —At-large Member Nancy Treadway —Staff Relations 
 
The Nominating Committee is currently filling these  positions!  Let us 
 know if you’d like to serve on the Church Council.    
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 NEWS FROM MYSTIC RIVER HOMES 
 
The last two months have been extremely busy at both  
facilities with many activities and celebrations.  In  
commemoration of Veterans Day Tom Callinan, former 
“Official State Troubadour”, provided appropriate patriotic 
selections using a wide array of instruments. Photographs of 

Congregate residents who are veterans were displayed in the lobby.   
 
Residents at both facilities held very successful Holiday Bazaar and Bake Sales.  The Congregate on 
November 22nd and the Homes three weeks later.  The Congregate focused on “Good as New” items 
aimed at economy minded gift shoppers while the Homes has a busy group of crafters that produced 
gingerbread tree ornaments, decorations and knitted and other hand crafted items.  Both facilities 
have become famous for the wide variety of home baked goods.  There was a near sell-out at both 
sales.  The ongoing collection of non-perishable food items for Groton Social Services continues at 
the Homes. T he generosity of residents in November resulted in three deliveries being made!  At the 
Congregate, residents have adopted a family of four through NBC.  They will ensure that they have 
food for a holiday meal and help stock their shelves in the winter months. 
 
There was a special party on December 10th at the Congregate.  The honorees were our thirteen resi-
dents who have reached the age of ninety or more.  They were joined by family, friends and other 
residents.  Entertainment was provided by the Sea Notes Barber Shop group. We have the pleasure of 
having a ninety eight year old and two ninety seven year olds making their home with us.  The Day 
covered the event and the next day our most senior resident, Jane Crandall, made the front page of the 
Region section with a lovely color photo. 
 
Residents from the Homes car-pooled to their Christmas Party at the Steakloft Restaurant in Mystic..  
A delicious meal was enjoyed by all attendees.  Congregate residents stayed at home and dined on a 
choice of either beef tenderloin or salmon. The winners of the annual door decorating competition 
were announced and the secret gift exchange provided excitement as each pair of givers and receivers 
was revealed.  Musical entertainment was provided by Marcy and there was even the opportunity for 
a photo with Santa Bill! 
 
The Congregate has a new secretary, Terri White, a resident of East Lyme.  Terri is enjoying getting 
to know all the residents.  As we welcome Terri we are getting ready to say good bye to Joan Butler, 
our long-time Administrator at the Homes.  Joan is retiring at the end of the year and hopes to spend 
more time in her yard, enjoying her porch and catching up with family and friends.  She leaves with 
good wishes from The Board, Administration and residents.  
 
As 2008 comes to a close The Board wants to thank our wonderful staff and volunteers for their  
outstanding work.  As a result of their efforts Mystic River Homes is a truly wonderful home for all 
our residents.  We also thank everyone who responded to our Annual Appeal and respectfully remind 
readers that it is never too late to make a donation. 
 
Judith Hesp, Board Member.       12/08 
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The 2009 Camp Wightman Calendar is 
now available! 
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HANDS AGAINST HATE  
 
This series explores issues of prejudice based on race, gender, age, ethnicity, religion and sexual  
orientation.   

Race:  The Power of Illusion—A Three-Part Series 
 

Episode 1:  THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN US 
Thursday, January 8th, 7:00 pm at the Coast Guard Academy 

Future episodes scheduled for  February 5 & March 5. 
 

For more information, please contact Betty Anne Reiter at 860-441-6750  
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  to wrestle through the realities  

                            of being gay in society  and in family cultures. 
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