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The Holiday Bazaar is scheduled for November 21 and there are many ways you can
help.

- Baking, preserving, knitting and sewing
- Offering to help collect the Silent Auction items
- Saving treasures for the Fine Gift table

- Adding to the box of recycled materials in the Office - clear plastic tops &
boxes, plastic tops (laundry, medicine, shampoo, liquid soap bottles),
towel/bath tissue rolls, egg cartons, small pieces of wood, ribbon, clothes
pins, popsicle sticks, felt/fabric scraps, meat trays, pen/magic marker tops
shells, pine cones.....Labels removed, please, and everything washed!!!!

To be a BANNER DAY, we need contributions toward the cost of replacing thel5 year
old Holiday Bazaar Banner, which is hung over Route 1 in Groton. Please call the

If you have questions, ideas, contributions for the Silent Auction, please contact Joan
Butler-536-7372, Joanie Thorp-536-8273 or Shirley S  ebastian-536-2071.

Please save any quart jars with a canning type screw lid (such as canning jars,
mayonnaise jars, Delmonte refrigerated fruit, Classico 24-o0z spaghetti sauce) and
leave in the church office for Jane Templeton (860-447-9438). Also needed are
canning type screw lid jelly jars. By October 8 , we need any dried flowers you might
have, especially Artemisia and hydrangea. Jane will even pick them from your garden
and dry them (now, how is that for service!?!)
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We have been busy this summer chasing leaks in the Meeting House. A stee-
ple-jack company in Massachusetts has looked at the steeple and will give us
an estimate for needed repairs. The windows on the steeple are in the process
of being repaired. The large window to the right of the main entry door will be
repaired in November.

We were pleased that in the last short, but heavy, east wind-driven rain storm, there was no
discernable leak into the Sunday School rooms.

Of considerable concern remains the deteriorating floor in the vestry and nursery school
rooms, which will require extensive and expensive attention next year.
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P. O. Box 287

West Mystic, CT 06388-02878

(860) 271-1681

www.OurShorelineCommunity.org

OurShorelineCommunityAssociation@yahoo.com
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Eastern Connecticut Association of Realtors®

Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation
9th Annual Charity Golf Tournament

To Benefit Habitat for Humanity

October 5, 2009
Lake of Isles Golf Course

Early Bird Signup Guarantees Play on the Private South Course

$175 per player includes boxed lunch and dinner
Foursome Sign Up: $700 per team
Registration: 10:am—11:00 am
Shotgun Scramble Start: 11:00 am

For additional information and registration information
contact Linda Davis @ 860-381-0443

APOSTLES BUILD IN NEW LONDON

Noank Baptist will be joining with other area American Baptist Churches to be a
partner team on the upcoming Apostles Build in New London. If you are inter-
ested in participating as a volunteer or to help organize possible fundraisers for
Habitat, please speak to Pastor Hayes, Mary Brodhead, or Brian Thorp. Let
your hands and heart be used by God to better the life of a deserving family
seeking shelter.
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Last evening (9/16/09) the NBGH board of directors voted

unanimously to adopt an amended and restated certificate of

incorporation (COI) that officially will re-name our agency

Noank Group Homes and Support Services, Inc. Once the

COl is printed and signatures of our incorporators and of the Secretary of State are affixed,
we will be official. We are developing a specific marketing plan to publicly announce our new
name and to spread the word about our mission, programs, and services.

Simultaneously, we have begun a strength-based strategic planning process that will involve
internal and external stakeholders. It is unclear at the moment how long this process will
take, as we want the final product to be an operational and strategic tool that we put into mo-
tion and not a document that is put on a shelf and forgotten about for 3-5 years. Janna
Pedersen of Ampersand Consulting in Storrs, CT is facilitating the strategic planning process.

One of our talented volunteers and mentors is redesigning our web page with daily input from
from NBGH staff. She works full-time at Connecticut College and uses some of her free
nights and weekends to develop the web page. The new web site can be accessed at
www.noankgrouphomes.orq if you'd like to take a peak. Just remember that it is a work in
progress and changes will be made as we further develop the site.

In September, the management staff attended an important all-day training entitled,
“Improving Nonprofit Performance: Getting from Talk to Action Using Results-Based Account-
ability.” The agency is adopting RBA to boost performance and demonstrate effectiveness to
private and public funders. In an uncertain economic landscape filled with potential funding
landmines, | have determined that there is a growing need to show evidence that we are
achieving meaningful outcomes with the young ladies in our programs. Rightfully so, funders
are increasingly committed to fund only programs that prove positive outcomes are being
achieved. | want us to be well prepared and confident when that happens!

Now that all the girls are in school, the group homes are back to normal routines and
schedules. The new program at High Street House is doing extremely well and we’re getting
positive feedback from the DCF Juvenile Services Division. Currently, four girls are living
there. Over the summer months, Main Street House and Gray Farm House experienced
departures of girls who graduated from high school or transferred to independent living pro-
grams. Fortunately, new referrals are being reviewed and the houses should be full within a
few weeks.

Happy Autumn to all!!



