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MAEC Annual Choir Festival 2009
| want to be: a Saint: $100+ () I/We are: an Individual ( )
an Archangel: $75-99 () a Family ()
an Angel: $50-74 () a Business ()
a Patron: $25-49 () Other:
a Friend: $15-24 ()
a Business ()

Please print legibly or type:

Name (as it should appear in the program):

Address:

Phone:
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|
10:00 AM Every Sunday
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HANDS AGAINST HATE

This series explores issues of prejudice based on race, gender, age, etbigity,and sexual
orientation.
Race: The Power of lllusior-A Three-Part Series

Episode 3: THE HOUSE WE LIVE IN
Thursday, March 5 at 7:00 pm at the Groton Public Library

For more information, please contact Betty Anne Reiter at 860-441-6750
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W issons

Habitat just completed an orientation on January 3| with 600 individuals in attendance. This is
the first step in the process of becoming accepted as a Habitat family. There are presently
four locations available for new families; three in New London and one in Lyme. Three new
families have begun their sweat equity as accepted new Habitat families and will be in a
Habitat Home before the end of 2009.

The RESTORE continues to celebrate great interest and success, both in the receipt of
numerous “good as new” or new building and home items, and in sales at very reasonable
prices to customers. This store will provide great stability to Habitat of SE CT. because all the
proceeds, except for costs of rent and one part-time supervisor, goes directly to the building
of homes. The RESTORE is located on Route 85 in the Salem Country Gardens building.
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The American Baptist Churches USA Biennial Meeting
will feature fantastic worship experiences, educational
opportunities, and a significant moment when the
structure and organization of the denomination will be
changed! Come for this historic meeting of American Baptists in beautiful
Pasadena, California!

June 26-28, 2009

For more information and registration materials, speak to Pastor Hayes or go to
www.abc-usa.org

When There Is Justice, Then Peace Will Come

A Conference for Peacemakers
Sponsored by the Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America
July 20-25, 2009 - Weber State University, Ogden, Utah, USA

This summer, peacemakers from around the world will gather on the beautiful cainvges
ber State University located in Ogden, Utah in the foothills of the Wasatch Mauntand we
hope you'll be one of them! We've chosen to be at Weber State because iarslez$yrd-
able to reach, is welcoming of diversity, offers a top-notch facility, is orgegus location,
and allows great vacation opportunities before and after conference.

We'll be led by an amazing line-up of speakers, artists, and musicians including
BPFNA Founding DirectoKen Sehestedeflecting on the past and future of peacemaking as
our keynote speaker

- Long-time activisPaul Dekar offering Prayers for Activists each morning

- Noted authoRita Nakashima Brock leading Bible studies on the meaning of Paradise
here in this world

- Amazing singer-songwrité¢ate Campbell sharing stories in song

- Dancer and educaténgela Yarber leading as artist-in-residence through dance, paint-
ing and theater

- Nationally-known trainedanet Chisholmoffering an optional intensive workshop track
focused on Nonviolence Training for Personal and Social Change

This is a conference for everyone who longs for the spirituality, inspiratiols, kibwledge,
and community to support a life of peace rooted in justice.



Two girls living at Main Street House made the honor roll which
presents us with a happy occasion to celebrate them and their
achievements. One girl made high honors and the other made
honors. As you may know, NBGH places a strong emphasis
on education and celebration of individual accomplishments.

Very soon, we will have another reason to celebrate because High Street House will re-open
within the next couple of months. We have an executed contract in place and we are
receiving resumes for a variety of positions to fill in a “Transitional Therapeutic Group Home”
for adolescent girls whose commitment to the Department of Children and Families (DCF) is
due to end within about 9 months. At the end of their commitment period, girls will return to
their families or into independent living situations. Our role is to prepare them for living at
home where their past relationships with parents or guardians have been seriously strained
and where many of their self-defeating behaviors started. Individual, family and group
therapy will play a major role in helping girls and their guardians make a successful
transition. Before girls are placed at High Street House, staff will receive intensive training
and team building by DCF and trainers at NBGH.

Finally, five board members and this Executive Director have participated in an organizational
assessment (OA) led by a facilitator funded by the Community Foundation of Southeastern
Connecticut. This assessment focuses on the governance role of the board and the
overarching themes/needs of the agency that will provide some focus and direction for our
participation in an upcoming strategic planning process.

As you can see, 2009 promises to be a busy and exciting year for Noank Baptist Group
Homes. Although we are fully mindful of the dismal economic realities that demand funding
cuts at every level of government, we are moving forward with strengthening and diversifying
our product line (i.e. services) and developing a funding model that will sustain our agency for
many years to come.

Please keep NBGH in your prayers as we face the present and future with FAITH...defined as
the assurance of things hoped for, and the certainty of what we cannot see. It is just this kind
of perseverance that has sustained Noank Baptist Group Homes for over 30 years and will
continue to do so in the years to come.
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