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The world came out to see the man who opened up the skies for
everyone, young and old, at Mystic Seaport. Don Treworgy was
recognized for his career achievements with the naming of the
Seaport planetarium in his honor—a fitting tribute to one who has
been at the center of the universe in making this planetarium a
featured pavilion at the Seaport. Don, who is battling bile duct
cancer, will be retiring after several decades of service to Mystic
Seaport. Though weakened by cancer treatments, he still came
out in his trademark red suspenders for the occasion, which was
marked by the presence of many throughout the Seaport and
Mystic communities who expressed their love and appreciation
for him. By the way, Don was born in the same little outpost in
north-central Maine as was Pastor Hayes—Milo. Though both
remember seeing moose and plenty of blackflies, they somehow
missed each other, until they met here in Noank a few years ago.



The Council held its regular monthly meeting on Wednesday, May 6. The meeting
was called to order by Moderator Peter Littlefield at 7:02 p.m. with fifteen of the

eighteen Council members present and two visitors, Betsey Goetsch and Mary
Brodhead. Pastor Paul Hayes led devotion with a reading from The World According to Fred Rogers
followed by prayer.

Mary Brodhead asked the Council to reinstate funds to Stonington, Union New London (SUNL) Asso-
ciation, which had been placed on hold due to their dormant state. The Finance Ministry agreed to look
over the budget and make a recommendation for a donation at the June meeting. Mary was thanked
for her presentation about SUNL as some of the Council members did not know about their mission.
Mary was asked to write a brief article for The Anchor as there may be others who are not familiar with
this organization.

Paul shared that the “Jazz Sunday”, normally associated with Father’'s Day in June, will need to be
postponed until the fall. Mark McCormick, one of the jazz musicians, will not be available in June. Phil
Butta requested and received permission to use the youth room for meetings for Southeastern
Connecticut Television (SECTV) on Saturday mornings for the next few months. He is serving on a
task force to develop a business plan and needs a meeting space. The Council held a stimulating
discussion about how to increase our membership base. This topic will continue to be discussed and
ideas tried. Anyone with an idea or recommendation is encouraged to speak with a Council member or
to Paul.

We are investigating the need for asbestos abatement in the ground floor of the Meeting House. We
are looking to the possibility of having the work done this summer.

Please read updates from the four major ministries elsewhere in this newsletter. Each gave a brief
report to the Council. All are working diligently.

The Council meets monthly on the first Wednesday of the month. Our next meeting is Wednesday,
June 3" at 7:00 p.m. in the church parlor. Everyone is welcome.
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Due to Mary Taylor’s diligent efforts, we have earned over $500 toward
the purchase of new plantings for the church gardens! Mary not only single-handedly pro-
moted the fundraiser among church members, but was quite successful in reaching out to
many people outside of the congregation! Thank you so much, Mary! We will see the beauty

of your efforts blossom!
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Habitat for Humanity of Southeastern Connecticut  , in the spirit of sharing, builds decent and affordable
homes in partnership with families in need. We do this through the dedicated efforts of community volun-
teers, financial sponsors and partner families who find rewarding experiences by sharing their time, talents
and resources. Our goal is to make a difference in the lives of others, fulfill the dream of home ownership
and help eliminate sub-standard housing in Southeastern Connecticut.

Organized in 1987, Habitat for Humanity of Southeastern Connecticut (HFH SECT) has constructed or reha-
bilitated 34 homes in our area using volunteer labor and donated building material or material purchased
with donated funds. The affiliate's financial backing comes from private citizens, foundations, corporations,
and area churches. Future homeowners work side by side with volunteers from the community.

Habitat for Humanity of Southeastern Connecticut is now engaging in a new program that empow-
ers youth to sponsor and build homes in their community! This program, Youth United, is an initia-
tive for youth to come together to completely fund and build a Habitat home . Youth ages 15 to 25
serve as the leaders, planners, fund-raisers and public relations specialists while youth ages 16 to
25 build the house. Plans for the construction of the Youth United house began in 2008. Habitat for
Humanity of Southeastern Connecticut is currently forming committees to help organize and manage the
Youth United program: Fundraising, Public Relations, Volunteer Coordination, and Construction. Youth in
the Southeastern Connecticut area are encouraged to join these committees! Among the responsibilities and
goals are recruitment of volunteers through outreach, educate the community about Habitat for Humanity
and Youth United, coordinate fundraising events, and organize training and workdays for the builders.
Although youth must be 16 or older to help build the Youth United house, there are tons of other ways to get
involved with Youth United. Catch the spirit! If you, a young person, or a group of young people you know
would like to join Youth United and get involved in the community, call Habitat for Humanity of Southeastern
Connecticut at 860-442-7890 ext. 215 or email youthunited@habitatsect.org. We can'’t wait to hear from you!

The Habitat ReStore is open to the public! 400 New London Road,

Salem, CT (in the Salem Country Garden Plaza) Store days and hours are:
Thursday/Friday 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM, Saturday 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM
and Sunday 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Phone: (860) 892-9553

email: restore@habitatsect.org

For information about volunteering, please sign up for our Foundations of
Habitat session, held the 2nd Saturday of every month. See the "Get In-
volved, Foundations of Habitat" link at the top of the website.

% &' & ( ) * &
"), To find out more, check out the website:

www.habitatsect.org or contact Brian Thorp or Mary Brodhead.
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David’s Article



! " the Shawvers

San Cristobal de las Casas, Chiapas, Mexico

April 23, 2009

Dear Friends,

When Porfirio Perez didn't get in the back of the truck with
the group of young people | was taking to the Bible confer-
ence in nearby Maravillas, | asked his nephew, Otoniel,
why he wasn't joining us. “He's embarassed because he
doesn't have any shoes” came the reply. The following
day, when we returned to Chacacal, | quietly took the 15-
year-old Mayan boy aside and had him stand on a piece of
paper and traced his foot. When | returned to Porfirio's
village a few weeks later, | handed him a shoe box. As the
photo above shows, he couldn't stop smiling for the rest of

the day. He now gladly jumps into the truck on any occasion and has been to two Bible conferences in his new
shoes.

We do Bible conferences because there is a great hunger here in Chiapas for God's Word. Last week | spent a
good part of two days in Revelation with a group of 45 young people. Last week-end | met with 30 pastors for two
days of teaching on leadership and ministry skills. Ramona and | spent the Easter week-end in the community of
Emiliano Zapata presenting an Old Testament seminar, celebrating Easter and in between, helping a group of
young people learn to bake in the new oven they had just built of adobe. They hope to start a business as no
baked goods are available in the village. Among other things, Ramona taught them to make pizza, something
they'd never heard of but devoured as it came out of the oven with savory ham and pineapples. We taught the
Pentateuch and also pizza, pumpkin pie and banana nut bread. On Sunday morning we read the Easter Story
and remembered Jesus in our communion celebration with tortillas and coffee: the bread and wine of Zapata.

Tommorow morning we begin a two day coloquium at the seminary here on music and liturgy with professors
from Guatemala and Mexico City. On Sunday | preach in
the Presbyterian church of one of my students here in
San Cristobal and in the afternoon | drive to Chilon to help
the Baptist church with their first ever business meeting
and teach on baptism.

Coming up: a quick trip to the southern border to renew
the permit on our vehicle and then a business and training
meeting in Zapata on Wednesday, training for the new
board in Pueblo Nuevo on Thursday and children's minis-
try day on Friday in Jardin, working on a course for
church treasurers at the seminary and a stewardship
workshop for the church in Yajalon.

Ministry is always a blend of the planned and the unex-
pected, the programmed and the serendipitous. We are here in Mexico, doing, we hope, what you would be do-
ing if you were here. Making disciples in the spirit of Paul, encouraging in the spirit of Barnabas, baking in the
spirit of Sara Lee.

This is our understanding of mission. Investing in people and joining them in discovering God's Word.

Thank you for being partners with us. ## $% & l ' (
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