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| first met the Hill family in the initial weeksfany pastorate in Suffield in 1993. | was justtioes

my feet wet working in this quaint New England towhen | heard word of a potentially racist incidamt

volving a local police officer and some youth fréime Third Baptist Church, a predominately African/

Caribbean American congregation. The youth wereriding a car wash at the church and were trigng
attract attention waving signs along South Maire&trwhen complaints from a neighbor led to thécpdlarrest.” The offi-
cer came and instead of talking with the boys dnithg them some instruction on how to flag carefafhe ordered them
into his patrol car where they were taken to thicpastation and processed. No charges were fitedofficer just wanted
to “teach” the boys a lesson.

The pastor and members of Third Baptist were getlasince the action clearly had racist overtoridw® officer
and neighbor in question were suspected of susbe she boys had only yelled out at approaching ftam the side of the
road—no different than other youth groups or Scmgps. So | and three other clergy called Rever\tbf Third Baptist
and arranged a joint meeting with the police chik6, along with the town’s police commission, heanl complaints, forc-
ing them to investigate the incident, albeit reduntly so. It seemed like a small gesture, butas wignificant for the Hill
family and the church, who often felt marginalizsttl powerless in this bucolic Connecticut village.

Bill and Catherine Hill are remarkable peopletfogir story, their faith, and their courage. Thiodigeir boys were
targeted by the officer that day, the family hasrbthe backbone of Third Baptist and some of thildmemn were among the
most well-behaved and charming young people | kimeSuffield. The “kids” number thirteen, but ordyhandful are the
actual offspring of Bill and Catherine. Most oéth are nieces and nephews, whose parents werd ipuaof jail so often
that DCF appointed the Hills as guardians.

Bill and Catherine had both grown up in the pragjentHartford, but they left the city to build &liand ended up,
by family connections, in Suffield. Bill is a satiworker, applying professionally what he alsahea through the school
of hard knocks growing up as a youth. He alsanle@discipline through military service, servinddrs. Army. Catherine,
who runs the household, is a beautiful, strong woofagreat character. She is a gentle, lovinggerbut sets high stan-
dards for her children and for how her childrentagated—not being intimated by the school systetown bureaucracy as
she advocated for fair treatment.

Much of this has to do with their life at Third Bagt. Second Baptist was a sister church andspeht a great deal
of time with them at shared dinners, hymn singsyuiMly Thursday services, and annual celebratiomé.d Baptist is a
humble, but profoundly spiritual church, with a dinr@imate sanctuary and a spirit that is palpabith energy and joy. It
is the most song-filled church of which | have eleen a part (Wendy would attest to this as welkhe sang there with
them many times). | used to tell them that whaedded inspiration | came over to their church éoskip. At the heart of
this small congregation were four choral groups—whal.A Male chorus, led by Bill; the Gospel Harmaganig, led by Cath-
erine; the Senior choir (half of which were Hilhfidy members), and the youth choir, consisting ryairfi the other half of
the Hill family. At every worship the Hill familyould be there—twice on Sunday with a meal in betwea Wednesday
evening, and for choir rehearsals on other niglitership was a beautiful, interactive experienag/veuch in the black
church style that could go on for hours becausad like having the family together for a good tidets of singing, lots of
laughter, and lots of praise. For the Hills, iseeen just that.

When the Iraq war began, Bill was called up angesttwo deployments, plus an additional one in Afghktan.
Gereem and Corey, the oldest two, also joined tititang and served in the wars. During these edézhtimes, Catherine
was left to take care of the household and keefetindy intact. It was during this time that | widwften visit the family to
offer our support to them. They were always taougrto ask, but genuinely grateful for the helgave them my daugh-
ters’ first car after the girls got another one &itl who needed an additional vehicle for gettiogvork, was overwhelmed,
even though he had to do some repair on it. Foit mas a way to get rid of a car; for him it wasign of friendship and
support.

Whenever | visited the home, | remember wondering h was that they could manage with fifteen pedpla
three-bedroom ranch house, with some having testethe living room and basement. | thought ovhrauch larger the
parsonage was, and how difficult it must be to liveuch small quarters. But | never sensed amgersentment, maybe
because everyone under that roof already knew avgét this home had become.

So you can imagine Wendy’s and my joy when we hearfiather's Day that the Hill family was chosenABC'’s
“Extreme Makeover: Home Edition” to receive a nesude! This remarkable family will be gifted wittdeeam house be-
yond all their imaginations! | am delighted thahérica will get to know the story of Catherine @itl Hill come fall,
when their story will be told as part of the nevasan.

But most of all, | am thrilled that the whole towuill now come out to build them a better placeite /| filling the
streets with volunteers and obstructing trafficlitocks! They’'ve come a long way from when | finsét them. | will take
great pleasure in knowing that this family, who @meas marginalized and treated with disdain, vallvibe honored among
some of the most beloved people in town! Thafaiatwist of irony. | think it's heaven’s way oéminding us that, from
time to time, even the last get their shot at béiirsg.
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$O0DQ 3URFWRU *UDGXDWHYV ZLWK D
%DFKHORU RI )LQH $UWV 'HJUHH

$ODQ H[SODLQV KRZ KLV PUWLVWLF RG\VVH\ EH
JDQ O\ JLIW IURP 3ILJHU XSRQ UHWLUHPHQW
LQ 6HSWHPEHU ZDV D|FHUWLILFDWH IRU D
FRXUVH DW WKH /\PH $FDGHP\ &ROOHJH RI

JLQH $UWV |, WRRN RQH FRXUVH WKHQ WZR WKH
QH[W VHPHVWHU DQG ZDY KRRNHG 7KH IRO
ORZLQJ \HDU , HPEDUNHQG RQ WKLV IRXU \HDU
IXOO WLPH FRPPLWPHQW WR REWDLQ P\

% )$ ° $V $0DQ GHVFULEHV KLPVHOI KH

OLYHV IXOO\ LQ WKH PRP}
ZLWK JUHDW ]JHDO

i %\i\g{n staDn(% %y rlﬁst‘énioer%j(e;ct among fellow senior’s art projects

$ODQ KDG EHFRPH D 7UXVWHH RUMXHIGRP GHUHH EHDIRG KK HDWEHSWHG W
PDQ RI WKH %RDUG RXW RI KLVZKVYWKGHE@W VWHOUERDXWE XRGHUWRRN
DQG VHOHFWLRQ RI " HEUH 3HWNH WWHKHK HP B WBHFDVIGEHHPOW R I I RI )LC
OLIH RYHU WKHVH SDVW IHZ \HDVUW OG/H WX O &/ I8KHD VERDG@ VRX WHKH % REL
EXV\ RQH ~, FRXOG QRW KDYH GROYMDQX RU W KX\EZR WK RRIW WKHH %H)\
DWWHQGLQJ WR DOO RWKHU DVSBEWKN WR RXRUXY LREHWHV WDIHOERQQE\ Z

DQ\ VXFFHVYV , KDYH DFKLHYHG LV VKDUHG ZLWK KHU °

$O0DQ -V VHQLRU SURMHFW ZDV HKEEVYWNG WK
EHDXWLIXO JDOOHU\ VSDFH DORQ@V¥LMXWW KR V|
HI[KLELW HQFRPSDVVHG D IXOO UDQOH RH & [5RJ H
FRPSOLVKPHQWY LQ VHQLRU SURKMHA®ROORKDQJ
DUH H[FHUSWV IURP WKH $0ODQ -V DUWLVW VW

At work in his studio

~, VFXOSW IURP OLIH 0\ ZRUNV BUWHLYRURRX®\
H[HFXWHG 7KH\ FHOHEUDWH WKHRUPGLYHGKBO
WKHVH ILJXUHV LQFOXGH D SDVVQIRD\DWE D WW
SUHVVLYH PRRG Rl WKH VXEMHFW S$WUDXRKY RIK
LQGLYLGXDO KXPDQV WKH KXPDQ WRRW LOWHRQ
WKHUHLQ

7KH VWURQJO\ DQDO\WLFDO DHVW KHWQRF WV HWVKIQMW L Q/ W KHNHNVZRIY NRW |
HQFHV EURXJKW IURP WKH DUWLVWPRK VFiHEQ VFDWW HW GVPD QUIHMHDLQ W
HYROXWLRQ PROHFXODU ELRORJ\DIWQBXXPW® WHKBIOWFK HE) FBIVRLO®D Q -
EHKDYLRU LQ WKH PRGHUQ ZRUOGUHQDRGPNVHDRIEN\D & K LWH Hi [SIOR LFDO
WLRQV RI PDQ =V GLYHUVLWLHV ,QfQGBUQD QXKRWEB GH WD LG HQMAHLFDW
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