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Back by Popular Demand
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Nibbling healthy munchies,
chatting with friends & sim-
ple presents were just some
ofour gifts offered
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Our Shoreline Community Association
PO Box 287
West Mystic, CT
(860) 271-1681
OurShorelineCommunityAssociation@yahoo.com

OSCA KICKING OFF THE NEW YEAR WITH EVENT JANUARY 21

Our Shoreline Community Association, OSCA, could just as well have been called

“Our Shoreline Village” or “Staying Put in Mystic/Noank.” The ideas of a “village” and “aging in place
are key concepts of OSCA and many similar grassroots, non-profit organizations that are taking
shape all across the country.

The basis of OSCA is a group of members and volunteers who help each other take care of many of
the needs that go with being able to live independently and maintain community and social ties.

OSCA will kick off the New Year with a potluck/planning meeting on January 21 (libations at 5:30 pm,
dinner at 6:00 pm) at the Latham Chester Store in Noank.

Members and non-members are welcome to attend. This is an open forum for OSCA members to
help plan the upcoming year’s activities and for non-members to learn more about this innovative or-
ganization. For additional information about OSCA or the January 21 event, please call Stephanie
Panagos, OSCA Coordinator, at (860) 271-1681.

ALZHEIMER’S ASSOCIATION
FAMILY TRAINING SEMINAR

There will be a four-part training program for those affected by Alzheimer’s disease. They will al be
held at the Groton Public Library from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. Light refreshments will be served.
Registration is not required. The seminars will be held on the following dates:

January 6 Overview of Alzheimer’s Disease & Research: Elena Schjavland A/G NP,
University of Connecticut
Alzheimer’s Association Programs and Services: Stacy Chavis Alzheimer’s

Association, Ct Chapter

January 12  Communication Techniques/Identification of Behavior Challenges/
Strategies That Work/ Maintaining a Safe and Secu re Environment: Patty
O’Brian, North Central Regional Director, Alzheimer’s Association, CT Chapter
(Patty is Bill & Cynthia Borden’s daughter!)

January 20 Family Dynamics: Keeping the Caregiver Healthy/Community Resources:
Nancy V. Leonard, Senior Director of Programs and Constituent Relations,
Alzheimer’s Association, CT Chapter

January 27 Legal and Financial Issues: Kathleen McNamara, Attorney at Law,
Provatas & McNamara

For additional information, call the Public Library at 860-441-6750




The Evening Circle will not _be meeting for the months of January and February.
The March meeting will be on the third Monday of the month, March 15!
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If your household income falls within the following ranges, you may qualify for a Habitat for Humanity
home.

Household Size Minimum Income Maximum Income
Two $19,300 $32,200
Three $21,750 $36,250
Four $24,150 $40,250
Five $26,100 $43,450
Six $28,000 $46,700
Seven $29,950 $49,900
Eight $31,900 $53,150

Habitat is taking applications for homes that will be under construction/rehab in 2010. You are selected
on 3 basic criteria:

1. Need for decent affordable housing.

2. Ability to pay a monthly no-interest mortgage payment.

3. Willingness to invest 400 hours of labor into building your home.

Attend one of the following information sessions for more information and an application:
Saturday, January 30, 9:00 am —Groton Public Library, Rte. 117, Groton, CT
(free childcare)
Saturday, January 30, 1:00 pm —First Baptist Church, 239 W. Main St. (Rte. 82), Norwich, CT
(free childcare)

Applications can only _ be obtained by attending one of the information se ssions
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Greetings from Ukhrul in the state of Manipur in northeast India. Ukhrul isethier of the
Tangkhul Naga community, a town of about 40,000 people on top of the hills in the center
of Ukhrul District, a hilly region with over 200 villages. Manipur is undertiaiaw. It's

the state with the highest extra-judicial killing rate in India, and ijieelst percentage of
widows. The Naga conflict--with India and with other Nagas--is just anertion (or

two?) of the conflicts in the region.

After finishing the conflict transformation training with the Mauni Baptist Convention and Shalom Peacebuilding Institute
in Imphal, | joined with Wungreiso Valui and Neil Sowards from Fort Wayndi&aphurch in Indiana along with some
young Tangkhul leaders living in Delhi to go to Ukhrul. We are the team ledwdinbitd in a series of conferences dating
back to 2005 and 2007. Those conferences were sponsored by the Tangkhul BaptssABsstiation. Wungreiso led
teams from Detroit to his home to do leadership training in various asp@ttsrch and community transformation.

This conference was on the theme of "Repent and Rebuild," and Wungreiso aadHemsrin preachers. | preached 3
times on themes from Nehemiah, especially dealing with some of the i$st@srce and corruption in Tangkhul society.
Since I've spent so much time among the Nagas, especially the Tangkhulsbletasspeak very specifically about the
issues. | tried to be both prophetically pointed but also to bring encouragement atw dnvogiergird and energize transfor-
mative change. The response was overwhelming in many ways.

| also led a three hour workshop one day on "The Role of the Pastor in Saaisfiofimation.” Following the introduction

of some basic ideas, we plunged into a deep analysis of the Naga recongliatess and then strategized about ways the
pastors and local churches could participate in grassroots réatmail We got some great ideas. One of the key issues is
to overcome the passivity of people who have been long-suffering. Thereeid tomevolutionize the mind with hope for
participating in constructive change. It was great to see people move fretiogung to energized interaction.

On Wedensday | led a special 3-hour "conversation” with a small group of raglelfitand young church leaders about the
conflicts that have shattered the Tangkhul Baptists--basically diee leladers engaging in a lot of power struggles that have
alienated and confused the younger leaders. The same dynamics I've bexem withn in the Naga political reconciliation
process are at work in the church context. As | told one leader, we bring lietiondio the factions only to have war break
out in the churches!

Yesterday was our closing, and what a closing event. We journeyed to a poayeaimwhere we fasted and participated

in a 6 or 7 hour service. My last sermon was part of the program. Theratsvak"Imass prayer" where everyone prays
aloud--and not in the mumbles of people in US churches! One leader had a grexditprgy based on Zechariah 8. To-
ward the end we marched in silence 7 times around a huge map of Ukrhul istriall the villages named on small bam-
boo poles, along with villages and churches scattered in Nagaland, Burroas ties of India and even the US. We
prayed for the lifting of the shadow of despair, violence and oppression. Taeseaken prayerful sojourns we gave a Naga
victory shout/chant. That followed by people standing around the signs ofdhenhllages for intercessory prayer.

Throughout | did a lot of work with some of the young emerging leaders. It wasai8ogeto see the growing involve-
ment in leadership of the women--the focus of our 2007 conference. Many peeplkdrepecifically to elements of our
trainings and preaching from 2005 and 2007, relating how they were using what had bedeathar. That was very en-
couraging to see.

The trip will take a few days to wind down--going back to Imphal, a day of gemtid/or conversations with key people (not
sure what will develop), the preaching Sunday morning and beginning the flightsrhtreeafternoon. Thank you for all
your thoughts, prayers, support and encouragement!

Peace,
Dan

Missions
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