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MANY THANKS

Our Easter craft Night was loads of fun this year. It was a 0

beautiful evening and many of our local families brought their 0
Tlmnks little ones in to join in the fun. 0
Yo unteel'S! Applause and thanks go out to Lisa Knobloch and all the volun- _._

teers who provided crafts and activities and goodies for this event. Thanks!

SAVE THE DATE!

Vacation Bible School is on its way so mark
your calendars now!

This year we will be setting sail on a High Seas
Adventure! Our VBS program is designed for
children from 4 to 11 years old. If you love kids
and enjoy building meaningful experiences for them, please consider
giving of yourself and volunteering this year.

FIELD TRIP TO HEIFER FARM

Parents of Lighthouse Cove kids should stay tuned for upcoming details
about a fleld trip to Heifer Farm coming sometime in May or June. Our

some parent volunteers join us to help with driving and enjoy the experi- |
ence with us. It will be a great opportunity for learning and fun! Keep
watch for details and if you have any question, let Cynthia know.

o

e Thanks to all who supported the 2010 MAEC Music Festival with your

& € (
mm& voice, your presence and/or your generous financial support.
ﬂ é“ Dr. Jamie Spillane was the fantastic guest director this year. Over
%’ = one hundred choristers participated in the three ecumenical choirs
MAEC Choir (Junior, Youth and Adult). Representing the Jr. and Youth Choirs were
Festival Amelia Anderson, Brooke Knobloch, Lizzie Lewis and Neariah Jarvis.
Singers in the Adult Choir were Dale Tuller, Elizabeth Whittaker, Mary
Harris, Scott Weaver, Pat Wilbur and Brian Thorp.

Last year the Festival Committee commissioned the 2009 Festival Director, Michael Bed-
ford, to compose an anthem in honor of Noank Baptist’'s Jane Schmidt. This anthem, “The
Greatest of These is Love”, was officially premiered by the combined choirs, congregation
and instrumentalists. Paul Hayes introduced the piece to the congregation, explaining its
significance and invited all to participate. It was a wonderful and fitting tribute to Jane who
died last summer of ALS. She would have loved it!.

Thank s to all who support this Festival each year It was a glorious event!
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Celebrate Mother’s Day by buying a blanket for your mother, sister, or friend .
On May 9" and the two preceding Sundays, April 25 and May 2, Mother’s Day
cards will be available for you to purchase for $5. The money will be used to
buy blankets for persons in this country and around the world who need warmth
and comfort in homeless shelters or following disasters such as earthquakes or
hurricanes. Please remember your loved ones by buying a card (and a blanket).
Feel free to purchase more than one!

This program is sponsored by Church World Service. In past years our church
has received sufficient donations to purchase over 100 blankets. We are a car-
ing church! Thank you!

*
u,m.,,m 5 Cip, %, 7+ 8 +
‘,r.‘f Our Evening Circle meetings will be moving to a new location

..u and new date. Our new location will be the Mystic River

J Homes Congregate in the Richards Room @ 7:00 pm on the

¥ 2nd Tuesday of each month. Come and enjoy a wonderful
evening! We are looking forward to the May meeting which will feature Marti

Bradshaw who will be giving a talk about her trip to New Zealand.
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Noank Group Homes & Support Services

by
Sandy Easton, Executive Director

Spring has sprung and nature’s landscape is in a state of renewal. The

same can be said of Noank Group Homes & Support Services (NGHSS). Our renewal
actually is in the form of organizational development which is similar to home improvement.
The social services field relative to therapeutic group homes and child and family services
is changing at a rapid rate of speed not experienced in the past 40 years. The “usual”
funding streams are dwindling and the amounts of available funds are drastically being
reduced. Service providers are forced to demonstrate how our services produce improved
outcomes with the adolescent clients in our care. Positive results ensure ongoing funding
and negative or even moderate results pose the threat of reduced funding or even program
eliminations. With that said, NGHSS is moving forward with a renewed sense of hope,
energy, and new life that sustains us. Here are some examples of what | mean:

We are actively taking steps to make our agency and mission better known to
the larger community by having our youth contribute to and participate in more
leadership groups and activities sponsored by groups such as Boys & Girls Club
of Southeastern CT. Historically, our agency has been in the community but not
of the community. Group homes have always been characterized by their insula-
tion and somewhat isolated presence. We want to change that perception/
reality.

We want our adolescent clients to live out the maxim: to do well, do good. To
that end, we are organizing fundraising projects to help support local nonprofit
agencies that provide services to needy young people, families, and people of all
ages. We feel it is important for our youth to be on the giving end and not always
on the receiving end of the generosity of others. In February, girls and staff had
a bake sale and the proceeds that were generated went to an orphanage in Haiti.

NGHSS is developing a local access television program entitled Roots and
Wings at Comcast studio in Groton. Barbara Reed Collins, our Mentor and Vol-
unteer Coordinator, will be the moderator. Starting April 12 four of our girls and
two staff will be trained as production assistants to work the cameras, sound,
and lighting and be responsible for arranging the show’s props and overall “look.”
The first show will be taped in early May and then aired at 7 PM on Mondays for
the remainder of the month. As we progress, we will invite other local nonprofit
agencies to be guests on the show.

The above bullets are just a sampling of some of the proactive steps we are taking to de-
velop and market our agency. There are also many internal changes that are being imple-
mented to increase our impact and to improve the outcomes of the girls in our care. As
you know, “home improvement” (i.e. organizational development) is similar to house-
work.....it's never done!
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Our Shoreline Community Association
PO Box 287
West Mystic, CT
(860) 271-1681
OurShorelineCommunityAssociation@yahoo.com
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