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The Rev. Cynthia Robbins, who has been our Director of Children and
Family Ministries for the last three years, has accepted the position as
- ASsistant Director of Admissions at Franklin Academy in East Haddam.

4§ Cynthia will be leaving Noank Baptist on February 1st. We will miss her E
leadership and her presence, along with that of Josh and Abbey. Later in
January we will have an opportunity to formally honor her and express our E

gratitude. Stay tuned for details.
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Sunday, January 8, 2012 @ Central Baptist Church of Norwich
3:00 pm Concert by the Shoreline Ringers 5:30 pm Annual Business Meeting

The Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering

RMMO connects g(.’H(ff'fi’ffOHS

[LOVE

GRATITUDE
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bottom of our closets!
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Co-Op Youth Group Winter Retreg
March 2011... Won't you Join Us?
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The teen roonseemedanost
popular for all ages!

Children had
such fun!
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Retreats are Games, Challenges
& Thoughts - Oh My!
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CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE

Thanks to all who purchased gifts for the
Christmas Giving Tree! We were able to
help six families with approximately 60 gift
Because of your help, Christmas was muc
brighter for these families and their childre
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NEWS FROM MYSTIC RIVER HOMES

Both facilities look so festive at this time of year. There are amaz-

ing light displays, wreaths and trees everywhere. There is a tower-

ing tree in the Congregate lobby decked out in a red and gold

theme and there are trees on each floor decorated with residents’

personal stash of ornaments and mementos. The Congregate has

a door decorating contest with two different categories: Best Holi-

day theme and Best Winter Theme. The winners will be an-

nounced at the holiday luncheon on December 20 and the secret holiday gift

exchange will also take place then. For that special lunch, residents have a choice of entrees of
either fillet mignon or poached salmon - a difficult choice, because speaking from personal expe-
rience, both are delicious. Robin and her kitchen staff do a

wonderful job all year round, but this meal is always extra special. After lunch, local entertainer,

Lou Manzi will be providing music and then at 4pm there will be the

opportunity for photographs with Santa Bill.

In addition to Lou, music has really filled the air this holiday season—the Sea Notes Barbershop
group has returned to the Congregate for its weekly practices, after

Saturday lunch, the Pine Point School girl singers performed a wide selection of

holiday songs on the 13" the Union Baptist Bell Ringers, accompanied by the choir singers, pro-
vided beautiful music on the 15" and finally the Union Baptist Youth

Minister, Rob James, and members of the church youth group strolled around the sidewalks of
the site on the 16™ singing holiday songs and then finally came inside to warm up and enjoy hot
chocolate and cookies.

Our residents continue to think of others less fortunate than themselves as they collect non-
perishable food items for distribution to needy families in the area and identified by Groton Social
Services Department. Many residents, when they pay their $2 for the round-trip Wednesday
morning bus over to Groton Stop and Shop, have been adding a few extra items to their own
shopping lists. Residents can also take the opportunity to shop for gifts at Kohls because the bus
spends about ninety minutes in the shopping plaza. “Penny jars” at the Congregate have also
steadily filled up and the Tuesday evening card group, with players from both facilities, have
been extremely generous with monetary donations. Residents also donate to the Big Brothers
and Big Sisters clothing drive and old towels and blankets to the four footed residents of the
Groton Animal Shelter.

The annual 90" birthday party this year broke with tradition and was held on a

Saturday afternoon, which gave more of an opportunity for residents’ families to attend. This
year, fourteen residents were honored who are, or will be, 90 years of age or older in 2011. At-
tendees enjoyed cake and punch and then were entertained by the Community Dance Ensemble
of Waterford. The ensemble is made up of girls between the ages of 10 and 18 and they perform
throughout New England.

Finally, the Board, administrators, staff and residents of Mystic River Homes wish all our readers
a wonderful holiday season and a Happy New Year.
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OnFriday, January 20, the Mystic Area Ecumenical Council will present #4.2 Kluepfel
Community Service Award to Gladys Reynard. This awapidasented annually to a memb
of the Mystic area who exemplifies community serwicéh an ecumenical spirit. The award
was established in 2010 in honor of Neil and in memolRatfKluepfel, who have been lead
ers in the Mystic area ecumenical community for magsry. In 2011, the award was given
our own John Butler.

Gladys Reynard was chosen to receive this year'schlaaged on her contributions td
the Mystic Area Ecumenical Council, the World Day cdyar, and the Good Friday Hunger
Walk. She and her late husband, Fred, were activelyvagah H.O.P.E. in New London, a

non-profit agency providing affordable housing in southeasfermecticut. She also coordit

nates and leads a monthly sing-a-long for patients andergs of Mystic Manor Healthcare
and Rehabilitation. Gladys is an active and longtineeniver of Mystic Congregational
Church.

The award will be presented at MAEC’s annual meetingchvill be held at St.

Mark’s Episcopal Church, Pearl Street, in Mystic. Ak dinner will begin at 6:00 pm, folt

lowed by the presentation program. The public is welcome.




