Cal Robertson honored as a witness for peace 

	· 



Cal Robertson of Groton Long Point was recognized on Saturday afternoon with the dedication of a Peace Garden in his name at the Voluntown Peace Trust. 
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	VOLUNTOWN – Cal Robertson stands for peace – literally. A Vietnam War veteran and Groton Long Point resident, Robertson has kept a silent vigil for peace for the past 25 years, standing for hours daily from downtown Mystic and New London to the Subase and Electric Boat while holding signs that read, “War is not the answer” and "Will our children have a future?"

It seemed fitting that on a weekend where the country reflected on the 10th anniversary of the World Trade Center tragedy, Robertson was recognized on Saturday afternoon with the dedication of a Peace Garden in his name at the Voluntown Peace Trust.

The Cal Robertson Peace Garden was created inside the walls of a stone foundation of an old barn on the Peace Trust property that had been burned to the ground by arsonists in 1966.




Approximately 50 people turned out to recognize Robertson with words of praise and songs of peace. Robertson sat in a folding chair in the middle of the garden for most of the ceremony, surrounded by supporters.

“Cal is there daily, week by week, in downtown New London and at the Subase. He does it as a personal witness; not as a protest,” said Joanne Sheehan of the St. Francis House in New London. “It would be so easy to be discouraged; the principalities and powers are real, but Cal always reminds us to ‘keep your eyes on the prize.’”
Rev. Dr. Paul C. Hayes, minister of Noank Baptist Church where Robertson is a member, spoke of Roberston’s unique ability to gain the respect of people who may completely disagree with his beliefs.

“The peace that flows from Cal’s life comes from within,” Hayes said. “Rarely have I met a man who can take verbal abuse and attacks from people he does not even know on a regular basis and yet return it with a response of gentleness and mercy. That is something that I wonder if I could do. Cal’s witness is extraordinary.”

Several guests recalled the time about 10 years ago when Robertson was hit by a truck when he went out into the road to pick up some glass near his usual witness location at the Soldiers and Sailors Monument at the corner of Bank and State Streets in New London.

The accident landed him in the hospital for some time. During his convalescence, volunteers maintained Robertson’s vigil, including people who didn’t agree with the signs they were holding but were inspired by Robertson’s spirit.

A bouquet of flowers from members of the Navy was delivered to Robertson at the hospital. 

One of Robertson’s most memorable moments came about a year and a half ago when a motorcyclist in New London stopped by to give him a new sign that reads, “War: This is what it’s good for!” and features graphic photos of the after-affects of war.

Robertson has been holding that sign at his vigils ever since. 

“The sign is so meaningful; those pictures say a thousand things,” Robertson said. “When you see a picture of what you’re dealing with, it’s a whole other thing.”

Robertson always carries copies of his favorite poem, written by a fellow Vietnam War Veteran George Mizo. “That poem keeps me going,” Robertson said. “I try to give one away every day.” 

George Mizo’s poem:
You, my church, told me it was wrong to kill … except in war.
You, my teachers, told me it was wrong to kill … except in war.
You, my father and mother, told me it was wrong to kill … except in war.
You, my friends, told me it was wrong to kill … except in war.
You, my government, told me it was wrong to kill … except in war.
You sent me to war to kill,
And when I had no choice,
You told me I was wrong.
But now I know; you were wrong …
And now I will tell you …
My church …
My teachers …
My father and mother …
My friends …
My government …    
It is not wrong to kill … except in war.
It is wrong to kill … period.
And this you have to learn …
Just as I did.
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